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ACTON PUBLIC SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

Cafetorium                                           March 18, 2010 
C.T. Douglas School                                            8:00 pm 

 
 

AGENDA 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
II. CHAIRPERSON’S INTRODUCTION 
  
III. STATEMENT OF WARRANT 
 
IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
V. EDUCATION REPORT – Dr. Chris Whitbeck, Principal (8:05) 

1.   Elementary Literacy Initiative 
2.   FY’10 Douglas School Budget Summary 

 
VI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS (8:20) 

1. ALG /Acton Finance Committee Reports – Xuan Kong/Sharon McManus 
a.  ALG Packet 3/5/10  
b. ALG Minutes 3/5/10  

2. FY’10 Budget Update – Steve Mills    
3. FY’11 Budget – Steve Mills    

a. Joint Task Force on Cost Savings Update  – Jonathan Chinitz & Xuan Kong 
b. Discussion of Town Meeting Budget Presentations  
c. Parent Emails re Budget   

4.   Health Insurance Trust Report – John Petersen   
 
VII. NEW BUSINESS (8:35) 
 1.   Participation in School Choice, 2010-2011 – VOTE – Steve Mills  

Motion: To approve the administration’s recommendation that the Acton Public Schools 
will not accept any School Choice students in academic year 2010-2011. 

2.   Kindergarten Enrollment  
                  a. Update on FY10-11 Kindergarten Enrollment – Marie Altieri (brought to   

meeting) 
 b. Discussion of Early Acceptance Policy for Kindergarten – Steve Mills 

    i.   Kindergarten and First Grade Entrance Policy (JEB) 
                         ii.   Procedures for Early Admission to Kindergarten or First Grade 

(JEB-R)



 
 

  
VIII. FOR YOUR INFORMATION (8:55) 
 1. Monthly APS Financial Reports 
   a. Budget Status Summary 
   b. Budget Status Summary – SPED (addendum) 
 2. March 1, 2010 Student Enrollment Numbers/Class Size Info  
 3. ELL Student Population Report, 3/1/10 
 4.   M.A.S.C.  Day on the Hill, March 30th, 9:00 – 2:00. www.masc.org  
 5.   Youth Art Month, Worcester Art Museum 
 6.   Town Hall Meeting – Reducing Underage Drinking, 3/24/10 at 7pm, Acton 

Town Hall room 204, sponsored by CAFY and ICCPUD 
 7. School Newsletters –  
   Acton Public School Preschool:         http://ab.mec.edu/Preschool/index.htm  
   Conant Crier:           http://conant.ab.mec.edu/pto/newsletter.html 
   Douglas Digest:         http://douglas.ab.mec.edu/index.html?pto/pto 
   Gates Gazette:                           http://gates.ab.mec.edu/gazette.html 
   McCarthy-Towne Bulletin:        http://www.mctptso.org/bulletin/ 
   Merriam Community News:  http://merriam.ab.mec.edu/newsletters.html  
 
IX. ISSUES FOR THE COMMITTEE 
 
X. EXECUTIVE SESSION (if needed) 
 
XI. NEXT MEETINGS  

March 25 – JT, AB, APS SC meetings, 7:30 pm, Jr High Library (serves as April 
meetings) 

April 1 – Acton Pre-Town Meeting Meeting, 7:00  pm, Acton Town Hall 
April 5 – Acton Town Meeting begins 

  May 20 - APS SC meeting at 7:30pm, Conant School 
    

 
XII. ADJOURNMENT (9:00) 

































On Tue, Mar 2, 2010 at 2:53 PM, Paulette Stout  wrote: 
 
 

 
As the parent of a 6th grader entering Junior High in the Fall and Second Grader at 
Douglas, I am extremely concerned about the cuts proposed by the school committee. 
 
While under dire circumstances these cuts might be necessary, I fear that the School 
Committee is now making them unnecessarily. 
 
Since Acton did not receive the anticipated cuts to state aid, why must my children’s 
education suffer?    
 
Cutting  half a team at the Junior High will have a detrimental effect on incoming 7th 
Graders at a time when they need the maximum amount of support to weather this 
important transition. 

 
Similarly, Douglas class sizes are already very high (24-26 ish per class) and the loss 
of teacher aids will only reduce the quality of education she will receive.  
 
Accordingly, I respectfully request that the School Committee restore funding for 
the programs proposed to be cut.  
 
We cannot  make these cuts in good conscience knowing the negative impact it will 
have on every child in Acton, and fully aware that the State aid was not cut as 
planned.  
 
Please do not proceed with these cuts. 
 
Respectfully,  

 
 

  Paulette Stout 



On Wed, Mar 3, 2010 at 12:34 PM, Lees Stuntz wrote: 
 
 

 
Dear School Committee Members of both Committees, 
 
 
I urge you, if we have more money coming in than predicted, to restore the cuts you 
have proposed to our school budgets.  As you well know, our schools are the reason 
people buy houses in Acton and Boxborough.  We have always run very lean schools, 
with much higher class sizes than comparable towns.  At a certain point you start 
breaking the system.  Please don't get any closer to that point than you have to! Please 
keep the maximum service for our regular education students for whom there is no 
mandated standard of delivery of service. 
 
 
I know where you are- I was there for 12 years and more with the SC and the Building 
Committee.  There is constant pressure to cut and whittle, for both good and spurious 
reasons. You, as the School Committee, are elected to educate the children of our 
towns.  Please keep your eye on the ball of quality education and don't cut a single 
dollar you don't absolutely have to. 
 
 
Good luck and take care, 
 
 

    Lees Stuntz 



On Thu, Mar 4, 2010 at 9:01 AM, Ben Hurwitz wrote: 
 
 

 
It has come to my attention that the school committee may be planning to vote 
a budget with many cuts, on the assumption of a 10% cut in state aid.  Given 
the most recent news that state aid may be more than expected, combined 
with the town's overall financial picture and the already low level of services in 
both the public and regional schools, I don't support a budget reflecting cuts to 
services.  Please strive to pass a budget with at least the level of services 
currently in the schools, and no increases in class size. 
 

    Ben Hurwitz 



Acton Health Insurance Trust Report  

John Petersen 

The Trust met on March 4th 2010 

• Tim Harrison reviewed the financial health of the Trust on an accrual basis through Jan 
2010 and stated the Trust was generally operating on a break even basis. 

• Cash Flow Report (March) Peter Savage reviewed the March cash flow report. YTD the 
cash flow shows a loss of $430K due to a very unfavorable variance in the current month. 
Reinsurance reimbursement of $100K is expected resulting in a projected net loss of 
$300K for FY10. 

• The trust decided to unify rates for the town and the schools based on the assumption that 
the town and school plans will be comparable in FY11. 

• The Trust voted the following rates for 2011 (whole $ rates) 
o Rates were set to move Family/Individual ratio toward actuarial  ratio of 2.4 
o BCE rates were set at 88% of MHP rate 
o Net Blue/HPHC rates were moved closer to each other 

Monthly Whole $ Rates by Plan, % increases relative to FY10 rates 

PLAN MHP  BCE  Net Blue T/S* HPHC T/S*  
Individual $1212 11.7% $1049 13.0% $625 8.3%/11.8% $635 6.7%/10.0%  

Family $2738 11.6% $2400 26.1% $1450 8.9%/12.4% $1480 7.8%/11.2%  
*T/S, town/school percentage increases. School percentage is higher due to lower FY10 rates. 

• Medex rates were increased to $425/month an increase of 3%. 
• Migration of school personnel from MHP to HMO is expected to reduce school health 

care expenses in FY11 (if everyone left MHP, savings would be $900K). 
• A special meeting of the Trust will be held March 18th at 8am to review the projected 

impact of the rates set at the meeting of March 4th on the balance of the Trust at the end 
of FY11. 

 

  3/12/2010 









3/15/10  

MONTHLY REPORTING OF 
ELL STUDENT POPULATION 

Acton Public Schools 
March 1, 2010 

 
Category Total as of 

2/1/2010  
Additions Subtractions Total as of 

3/1/2010 
Conant 
 
 

21 0 0 21 

Douglas 
 
 

22 0 0 22 

McCarthy-Towne 
 
 

15 0 0 15 

Merriam 
 
 
 

22 0 0 22 

APS TOTAL 80 0 0 80 
     

 
 
 





YOUTH ART MONTH 2010, WORCESTER ART MUSEUM
Acton-Boxborough Regional Schools and Acton Public Schools 

 
These ABRSD and APS students’ work has been selected to be exhibited in the Youth 
Art Month Show at the Worcester Art Museum. The exhibit is on display in the Higgins 
Education Wing of the museum and is open Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 
6:00p.m., Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., March 1 through March 30, 2010. The 
opening reception for Grade K through 8 is Sunday, March 14, 1:00 to 4:00 p.m., Teen 
Night Reception for high school students is Thursday, March 18, 6:00 p.m. to 8:00p.m. 
The exhibit is free and open to the public. 
 
ABRHS 
Christine Bainbridge, Grade 12, Digital Imagery 
Sophia Carreras, Grade 12, Digital Imagery 
Elizabeth Kurenkov, Grade 12, Animation Storyboard  
Rebecca Doig, Grade10, Pen and Ink Drawing 
Edgars Ezernieks, Grade10, Watercolor 
Emily Foster, Grade10, Black/White Photograph 
Ilana Held, Grade10, Black/White Photograph 
Siyang Li, Grade 10, Mixed Media 
Caitlin Klockner,Grade 10, Black/White Photograph 
Jillian Donze, Grade 9, Digital Imagery, (2 artworks included) 
ClaireCote, Grade 9, Mixed Media  
Susan Xie, Grade 9, Mixed Media  
JenniferChen, Grade 9, Mixed Media 
 
RJG 
Alex Boyd, Grade 8, Digital Art 
Corrine Johnson,Grade 8, Mixed Media 
BrycePallera, Grade 7, Oil Pastel Drawing 
VictorZhang, Grade 7, Paper Collage 
Deok Hoon,Grade 7, Acrylic Painting 
 
CONANT 
Paul Nelson, Grade 6, Printmaking 
Lucas Claire, Grade 4, Mixed Media Collage 
Anthony Pittorino, Grade 2, Oil Pastel and Watercolor Painting 
 
DOUGLAS 
Lucy Boudreau, Grade 5, Watercolor 
Emily Jeong, Grade 4, Pencil Drawing 
Frank Ricciardone, Grade 2, Watercolor Collage 
  
GATES 
Caroline Faville, Grade 4, Pastel and Watercolor 
Rosemary Takacst, Grade 6, Fabric Collage 
Marilyn Regan, Grade2, Collagraph Print 
 



McCARTHY-TOWNE 
Stetson Doggett, Grade 6, Wood Puzzle Landscape 
Alex L’Heureux, Grade 5, Textured Slab Clay Fossil 
Jake Puff, Grade 3, Wood Sculpture Owl  
Lizzie Kirkman, Grade 2, Wood Building Façade  
Gretel Busse, Grade 1, Watercolor Painting: Bird 
 
MERRIAM 
Chloe McKeon, Grade 6, Action Figure Wire Sculpture 
Andrew Baum, Grade 5, Self-Portrait Painting 
Felicia Huang, grade 5, Ceramic Cylinder Container 
Jenna Rachman, Grade 5, Bisque Fired and Painted Clay Sculpture 
Courtney Robb, Grade 5, Ceramic Cylinder Container 
Emily Haviland,Grade 4, Crayon Drawing 
Brendt Wang, Grade2, Pencil Drawing 
Peter Robson, Grade,1, Bisque Fired and Glazed Clay Sea Serpent 
Erin Wildes, Grade1, Tree/Mixed Media 
Devin German, Grade K, Bisque Fired and Painted Clay Medallion  
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